


SECTION “A”
Purpose, Benefits, Principles & Goals

A1 PURPOSE

Art in public space is any installation that’s primary function is aesthetic
value.

The purpose of a Public Art Policy for the Town of Cobourg is:

to ensure that the artwork and creative concepts of artists become part of the
planning and design of publicly accessible spaces and contribute positively to
making public art visually stimulating and community oriented.

to guarantee an approved, fair, invested and consistent public selection
process so that all the citizens of Cobourg can access and participate in the
cultural, economic and social developmental opportunities afforded by public
art.

to serve as an act of public trust and stewardship for public art.

A.2 BENEFITS OF PUBLIC ART TO THE TOWN OF COBOURG

Public Art:

Public Art Policy

creates a clear sense of community pride and identity;
serves as a catalyst to economic development and tourism;

develops a more pleasant, safer and liveable community as part of the Town’s
infrastructure;

rekindles the historic precedent of collaborations between artists, architects,
engineers and planners in a meaningful way and activates untapped
resources;

inspires and provokes new ways of looking at the Town;

demonstrates the Town'’s responsibility to provide cultural opportunities for its
citizens and presents a positive image to visitors and potential investors;

can provide opportunities for newcomers to access and contribute to their
community and to meet with other residents;
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SECTION “C”
Governance

CA

C.2

COMMITTEE STRUCTURE

The Committee for Art in Public Spaces is a committee of the Cobourg Municipal
Council, which provides advice and guidance regarding the display of art in
public places in the community.

Organization

The membership of the Committee shall be as follows:

- one member of the Cobourg Municipal Council appointed by the Council

- one representatives of the Cobourg Heritage Committee (CHC)

- one representative from Architectural Conservancy of Ontario (ACO)

- three representatives of the local arts community (nominated by the Art
Gallery of Northumberland); one representative of the local arts community
shall have architectural /engineering expertise, if possible)

- one representative of the Cobourg and District Historical Society

- one representative of the Cobourg Parks and Recreation Advisory Committee

- one representative of the Cobourg Downtown Business Improvement Area
Board of Management

Organizations represented on the Committee may appoint substitute members
from time to time as required.

The Committee shall elect annually, a chairperson and a vice-chairperson who
shall preside in the absence of the chairperson.

REPORTING OBLIGATION

The Committee for Art in Public Spaces shall, on or before the 31st day of
January in each year, submit to the Cobourg Municipal Council an itemized
estimate of its financial requirements for the year and the Council may amend
such estimates and shall pay out the amounts as may be requisitioned from time
to time by the committee.

The open/closed meeting policy of the Cobourg Municipal Council shall apply to
all meetings of the Committee for Art in Public Spaces.

The Municipal Conflict of Interest Act shall apply to the members of the
Committee for Art in Public Spaces.

The Committee for Art in Public Spaces shall annually review the committee’s
terms of reference.
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Ensure heritage suitability of the proposed mural in the Heritage Conservation
Districts

At the discretion of CAPS, murals may be created on a temporary surface other
than the wall of the proposed building location for the purposes of ease of
maintenance and / or removal

If a mural is proposed outside the heritage districts, the application shall be
heard by the Committee of the Arts in Public Spaces and sent to Council for
approval

An application for a mural in a heritage district shall be considered by the
Cobourg Heritage Committee (CHC) initially and then by CAPS for preparation of
a recommendation to Council.

Approval guidelines shall be determined by the Committee of the Arts in Public
Spaces to potentially include considerations such as design, colour, size,
appropriate substrate and approved purpose for the mural

A distinction should be made between signage and art

The Committee for Art in Public Spaces shall submit recommendations to the
Cobourg Municipal Council regarding all applications for display of murals in the
community.

Guidelines for Interpretive Panels shall use Wordimage template provided to the
Committee for Art in Public Spaces; any proposals will be required to use the
three (3) structure concepts provided and approved by the Committee for Art in
Public Spaces which must comply with accessibility standards. Colours used
shall be in line with the Cobourg Heritage Colour Palette.
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Artists will be informed that a roster of artists, images and resumes will be
established by the Public Art Program to be used in the selection of future artists
to work on special projects requiring a limited or invitational selection process.

The same artist cannot receive more than two design projects in a five year
period.

ARTIST SELECTION

*  Open Competition: Artists may submit requested materials from a public call
for credentials. Mailing lists should be determined by advertisement or by a
database of names.

+ Limited Competition: A limited number of artists may be requested to submit
materials and/or proposals for a specific project. This competition is usually
employed when the project specifies a particular art form, or there are
unusual time constraints. Names of artists should be submitted by the CAPS
or a Selection Panel

* Invitation: One artist may be invited to submit a proposal. Upon acceptance of
the proposal, the artist is commissioned for the project. This method is rarely
employed due to possible perceptions of favouritism and other political
difficulties.

ARTIST APPLICATION MATERIALS

Prior to selecting the type of competition that artists should respond to, it should
be determined whether or not the request will be regional, national or
international.

Materials to be submitted by the artists should include:

1. A Letter of Interest, no more than one page in length, that explains the artist’s
particular interest in the project, applicable experience that has prepared the
artist for this project, and availability to work within the established timeline.
Issues to be addressed should include design team participation and
experience with collaborative design.

2. A current resume.

3. Ten images of the artist's work or other visual materials that show the quality
of the artist's work. Images must be in a clear plastic sheet. Each image must
be numbered, the top of the image must be indicated and the artist's name
included on the image. Videos cued to three minutes will be accepted, as will
CD ROMs. No static work will be reviewed.

Artists submitting as teams may submit twenty images.
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